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28th September 2020 

IMPORTANT UPDATES INCLUDED 
 

 

Thank you!  
It was great to be able to welcome everyone back to school!  The children (and staff) 
have adapted really well to the new procedures which have been introduced to keep 
everyone as safe as possible.  The Year 1 and new pupils have settled quickly into 
school life and, while routines may have changed, our school ethos remains the same – 
‘Happy children; learning and achieving together’.  Thank you for your co-operation in 

bringing children back to school and adhering to the new arrangements.   
 
We are constantly reviewing Education Authority guidance and our school procedures.  There are 
many areas which are open-ended, allowing schools to make decisions based on their own local 
context. Therefore, there is scope for schools to do things slightly differently. I would suggest that 
you ignore what other schools are doing and be assured that we are doing the best for our pupils. 
 
Closures 
School will finish at 1.55 pm on Friday 23rd October for half term and reopen on Monday 2nd 
November. 
 
Communication and APP FOR MOBILE PHONE 
As you know, we are trying to keep the amount of paperwork between home and 
school to a minimum and providing information via our website and Facebook.  We 
realise that not everyone has access to Facebook, so in addition to this, we are 
trialling an app from ‘Edtap’ which parents can access on their phone.  It is free for 
parents to download from the store on Android or iOS and will include information such 
as prospectus, documents and links.  We will also use this as the primary means to send messages 
to parents and you will receive a notification when there is a new message.  In these ever-
changing circumstances, we encourage all parents to download the app so that you will receive 
notifications immediately and details of how to do this are at attached at the end of this 
newsletter.  We trust this will be helpful in communication between school and home.  Our 
website remains our main source of information. 
 
Remember:  
In case of absence, please telephone/email school.  Please do not use paper absence notes at 
present. 
Newsletters are now published on our website, usually during the last week of each month.  Paper 
copies are no longer sent home. 
Curriculum information for each class is available on the “Class” pages of our website.  Remember 
to check the ‘class’ page to see comments about/photographs of what your child is doing in 
school. 
Our Facebook page is also regularly updated.  We use Facebook for information only, Messenger is 
not available and we appreciate parents not leaving comments.  
 



If you cannot access the internet, please let the class teacher know and information will be sent 
home with your child. 
 
The office is available 9 am – 12.45 pm and telephone messages/email outside this time will not 
be picked up until the following day. 
 
School Dinner and Free School Meals 

If your child is eligible for Free School Meals and you have not yet applied, please 
apply via the EA website (www.eani.org.uk) as soon as possible.  If you are eligible, 
please make sure you apply for Free School Meals even if you think you may not 
actually use them. The Education Authority takes this into account when calculating 

the school budget, with a deadline of 8th October.  It also means that, should unexpected 
circumstances arise, your child can avail of a dinner any day throughout the year.   
 
We plan to trial hot meals again from Monday 5th October.  The dinner menu is available on the 
website. If you wish your child to have a dinner any day next week (5th – 9th October), please order 
by THURSDAY 1ST OCTOBER to allow us to plan supplies and supervision.   If you are paying for 
dinner, please send the correct amount by cash/cheque in a clearly marked envelope with child’s 
name, class, days dinner required and amount enclosed.  These will be sent to the office and 
teachers will not handle money.  We will not be sending cash home. We are planning to 
accommodate the children taking dinners in the school hall, still separated in their class bubbles.  
 
From 12th October, money should be sent in on a Monday morning for that week, or you can order 
on a Monday for a few weeks in advance.  Orders/money will only be accepted on Mondays. 
 
This will run for a trial period.  If hot meals have to be suspended again, we will let parents know 
as soon as possible. 
 
Nut Free Zone 
We would remind parents that Dromara Primary is a ‘nut free zone’.  A number of our 
pupils have a severe nut allergy and we would ask that no products containing nuts are 
brought into school. Please refer to our health education policy on the website for more 
information on this. 
 
Healthy Eating 
We strongly encourage children to make healthy choices and we need your support with this!  
Please try to send healthy snacks for break and lunch boxes. It is important for children to remain 
hydrated and we would ask that you send water instead of juice where possible. Please note that 
we do not allow any fizzy drinks or ‘energy drinks’ such as Powerade, Monster Red Bull etc.   Thank 
you so much for your cooperation. 
 
Morning Club and Afternoon Club 
We continue to monitor the situation.  We hope to be able to resume at least one Club in the near 
future, depending on numbers.  To gauge numbers and allow us to plan supervision, if you are 
interested in a place for your child(ren) in Morning or Afternoon Clubs, please email school 
(info@dromaraps.org or via the mobile app) by 2nd October giving your child’s name and class, 
which club you are interested in and which days you think your child might attend. If you do not 
have access to email, please telephone the school office. Morning Club is one session, opening at 
8.00 am and breakfast is served until 8.20 am.  Children are supervised until they go to class.  

http://www.eani.org.uk/
mailto:info@dromaraps.org


Afternoon Club runs 3 sessions (2-3 pm, 3-4 pm and 4-4.50 pm).  The cost for each Club session is 
£2.     Parents will be informed if/when we have a recommencement date. If there are not 
sufficient numbers to make the clubs viable, then we not be able to run them. Thank you.  
 
Outstanding books 
A number of textbooks which were loaned to pupils during lockdown are still to be returned.  We 
have limited resources and would ask that these books are returned immediately to allow other 
pupils to continue with their reading and learning. 
 
Schoolbags 
At this stage, we do not anticipate a return to the use of schoolbags. 
 
Emergency Home Learning Packs 
You will be aware of the guidance from the Department of Education regarding COVID-19.  We are 
therefore putting together work packs for each child, should a class need to self-isolate or the 
school have to close.  Hopefully, these will not be required for such circumstances and we will be 
able to use them later in the year for general learning and homework.  We ask each parent to 
contribute £5 towards these packs.  Please send £5 with your child in a clearly marked envelope 
with child’s name and amount by Monday 12th October.   
 
Flu Vaccination 
The flu vaccination will be administered on Friday 23rd October.  Forms will be sent home from the 
School Nurse – please complete and return promptly. 

 
Year One and Photographs 
Our first year pupils have settled well into school life.  From Monday 5th October 
they will finish at 1.55 pm.  We have arranged to have Year 1 individual and class 
photographs taken on Tuesday 6th October.  Permission forms are being sent home.  

Please ensure you return permission forms for class photograph, even if you do not want 
individual photographs taken.   
 

School Uniform & Belongings 
Could parents please check that all items of uniform, including PE kit and coats, and 
all belongings are clearly labelled. To give parents as much choice as possible, you 
can now order uniform directly from 2 suppliers, ‘Signature Schools’ online/shop 

(www.signatureschools.co.uk), or ‘School Trends’ (www.schooltrends.co.uk) online.  Links are on 
our website.  If you have any queries, please contact the school office. 
 
Sponsored Walk 
As you know, we plan to hold our Sponsored Walk on 2nd October (or as soon 
thereafter if weather is unfavourable).  It is disappointing that parents cannot 
attend this year, but we know the children are looking forward to some time out of 
the classroom!   This is usually just one of our fundraising efforts during the year, 
but as other events may have to be cancelled, we would especially appreciate your support for our 
Sponsored Walk.  Proceeds will be used for the benefit of all our pupils.  Please return any 
sponsorship in an envelope by 16th October and thank you in advance. 
 
Good News Club 
Unfortunately, this cannot be held at present. 

http://www.signatureschools.co.uk/
http://www.schooltrends.co.uk/


 
Parent Interviews 
Unfortunately, it does not appear that we will be able to hold our usual face-to-face 
parent interviews in October.    We are awaiting further guidance from the 
Department of Education. 

 
PTA Events      

 Hallowe’en Hampers 
Following the successful fundraising events of previous years, we are again organising 
Hallowe’en hampers to be raffled in each class.  We would ask that items (usually 
value around £1) are sent into school by Friday 16th October.  This will mean the items 

can be quarantined in school before being distributed.  Raffle tickets cost £1.00. 
Hallowe’en Parties will not be held. 
 
Christmas Fair – Provisional Date: Thursday 3rd December.  However, at this time it is unlikely 
that this will be able to proceed.  We will look at alternative activities for the pupils to enjoy 
during school. 
 
While some activities have had to be cancelled this term, the PTA continues to support the school 
in numerous ways and we are very grateful for all their support. 
 
New Enrolment 
We are hoping to hold an information session in December for parents considering enrolling a 
child in Dromara Primary School in September 2021.  This would normally be an opportunity to 
view the school, meet staff and receive information about the curriculum and our facilities, as well 
as receive information regarding the Education Authority application procedure.    Please keep an 
eye on our website for further updates as we monitor the situation. 
 
Car Parking 
Please remember that residents near to the school need to be able to enter/leave at any time, so 
we would politely request that you do not park over driveways (this includes at the Masonic and 
Orange Halls). 
The school car park is strictly for staff only – please do not drive into the school at drop-off or 
collection times, even if the gates are open. Children and parents are walking in this area and our 
priority is keeping them safe. Thank you for your courtesy. 
 
Infection Control advice for parents 
If a child has a cold/cough/sneezing: 
You know your own child best and you will know if they have a cough which is perhaps the norm 
for the time of year or weather. However, I would suggest that you err on the side of caution if a 
child is under the weather and keep them off for at least 24 hours. Provided there is no 
development of new symptoms or worsening of current symptoms, then they should be able to 
return to school. This is provided that they are indeed well enough to come to school and do their 
work. There have been many children with colds and sniffles at the start of the year – this is not 
unusual. 
 
Sending work home 
The school’s policy on sending work home for pupils who are ill remains unchanged. We will not 



send work home for pupils who are unwell – they should be recuperating. We will only send home 
work for a pupil who is self-isolating and is well. 
 
Please refer to our ‘Start of Year Booklet 20/21’ and information posted on the website earlier this 
month for further information. 

 
Galaxy Coaching 
Galaxy Coaching are holding a Halloween Holiday Course.  Further information can be 
found on their website www.galaxycoaching.com or at 
https://www.facebook.com/galaxycoaching 
 

 
 
COVID-19 General Reminder 
As mentioned previously, we have additional cleaning protocols in place, children are encouraged 
to practice good hygiene, with specified times for handwashing now built into the school day and 
staff have availability of masks and visors when required. However, the school can only do so 
much to limit the spread of COVID-19 and it is only with the support of parents that we can hope 
to keep it out of the school. Please do adhere to government advice and I would direct you read 
the Chief Medical Officer’s letter to parents, if you haven’t already done so, which is available on 
our website. It is really important to follow this guidance if we are to have any chance of keeping 
the school COVID free. With infections increasing in schools across the country and particularly 
locally, we all need to be vigilant and careful. There is every chance that children will only 
experience very mild symptoms, if any at all, but if a number of staff in the school had to self-
isolate, the concern would be that a number of classes or even the whole school may have to 
close – I am sure you all agree that this is a scenario we want to avoid. Thank you for your 
continued support at this time. 
 
Dates to Remember 
Friday 2nd October – Sponsored Walk 
Tuesday 6th October – Year 1 photographs 
Friday 16th October – Sponsored Walk donations to be returned by today (in envelope) 
Friday 23rd October – Flu Vaccination 
26th Oct – 30th Oct – School closed 
 
 

Please scroll on down for information on how to download and access the school App. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.galaxycoaching.com/
https://www.facebook.com/galaxycoaching


 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Dear Parents, 

 
The Community Version of Primary365 App can be downloaded at no charge from the Apple App Store and 
Google Play Store by following the steps outlined below. This will enable the school to deliver content and 
notifications to your phone. 
Thank you for your support. 
 
A Armstrong 
________ 
Principal 

 

Follow the 3 steps below to get the app 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choose your profile to receive notifications on your device. If you are a 

parent, select the Parent option and then tick the year group of your child 

/children and/or any interest group. 

 

e.g. Parents of Primary 3 pupils should select the Parent option, then select 

Primary 3. Press the save button to finish the set up.  
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Once installed on your device, open the app. You will be prompted to 

enter a license code.  

 

Enter the code shown on the right and continue. 

(Allow Notifications if prompted)  
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Open the App Store on your Apple device or the Play Store on your 

Android device.  

 

In the search bar, type Primary365  
Look out for this icon (right) in the search results. 

Press Get or Install. 
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Dromara 


