
16 March 2020 

Dear Parent, 

RE: Coronavirus and possible school closures 

Last Thursday, the Republic of Ireland’s government announced closure of all schools with 

immediate effect. This has heightened the calls for schools to close in Northern Ireland. 

The Minister of Education wrote to schools today to state that there are no immediate plans 

to close schools. It remains unclear when schools are likely to close. Dromara Primary School 

is continuing to take advice from the relevant authorities, but we will keep this under review 

regarding our own local context. Please be patient with us, as we are facing an extremely 

challenging and unique situation. We are not medical or scientific experts and we do not 

have any more information about what is happening than anyone else. We will provide 

relevant information and updates when we can. Check in with our website and Facebook 

page regularly. There is a dedicated page on our website, for updates on Coronavirus and 

other matters related to the running of the school at this time. 

On Friday, the teachers began to prepare for the eventuality that the school may be closed. 

They are in the process of putting some work together for pupils to complete at home. 

However, this cannot and will not be exhaustive. It is impossible to know for how long 

schools will be closed and for younger children, especially, it is difficult to set work tailored 

to every individual need for a prolonged period. We will do our best, but there may be some 

items that will be generic in nature. 

We will give a list of websites and online resources which parents may find useful in helping 

to keep their children learning. We would advise that you keep encouraging children with 

the basics of reading, writing and numberwork. This is not an ideal scenario and we are 

saddened that children will not be in school as they should be. If you have decided to keep 

your children off at present, we will not be providing work for them at this time, in line with 

our normal school policy. The Department of Education has stated that it will give ‘sufficient 

notice’ of the requirement for schools to close and at that stage we will make the necessary 

arrangements for work to be sent home. 

Please also remember that the staff are not immune to this virus – some of us have family 

members who have underlying medical conditions and we would ask that parents are 

realistic in their expectations of what we can and cannot do. We all need to support one 

another as a school and wider community. I sincerely hope that you all remain safe and well. 

Regards, 
A Armstrong 
Principal 
 


